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ASTRONOMICAL ALMANAC 2010:  
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The upper left picture is a circular 22° halo that surrounds a low sun. To the left and right of the sun are 

sundogs. Above the sun shines an upper tangent arc and beneath is a sun pillar. The upper right picture 

is a conceptual model of a halo showing the shapes and orientation of ice crystal responsible for its 

formation. The center (below) picture shows the reflection of sunlight through an ice crystal.  

http://www.atoptics.co.uk/halo/circular.htm
http://www.atoptics.co.uk/halo/parhelia.htm
http://www.atoptics.co.uk/halo/column.htm
http://www.atoptics.co.uk/halo/pillar.htm
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About the Cover 
 

A halo is an optical phenomenon, in the form of rings, arcs, pillars or bright spots, produced by the 
refraction or reflection of light by ice crystals suspended in the atmosphere. They form the familiar 
circle around the sun or moon and on rare and prized events the whole sky is webbed by intricate 
arcs. Halos bestow a delicate beauty to the skies and offer information about the ice crystals 
suspended in the sky. 
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